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Message to our Parishioners: During this time of crisis with Covid-19 dominating our 

lives, please remember we must all do our part to help. That includes staying in and 

refraining from contact with those who do not live in your home. This is very hard to do. 

St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church is a parish filled with people who truly 

love other people. We hug, we kiss, we show our affection for our brothers and sisters, so 

these new protocols are very difficult for us. We must continue to refrain from being with 

groups in order to curtail the chance of contracting the virus or spreading it.  
 

This Sunday, March 29th will mark the third Sunday our parishioners have not celebrated 

the Divine Liturgy. We have never had an experience like this. Our church will reopen -

that is for certain - although we do not know when it will reopen. We will continue to 

send out the Weekly Messenger to keep you up to date on our Lenten Journey.  

 

Excerpt from A Reflection by His Grace Bishop Alexis of Bethesda: 
 

During times of uncertainty, anxiety, and fear, we naturally turn to God for refuge, 

peace, and courage. This is our birthright as baptized Orthodox Christians. Indeed, 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not 

fear though the earth should change” (Psalm 46:1-2). With the corona virus, the earth 

has changed, but we do not fear. The faithful are isolated in their homes, physically 

separated from loved ones, and even unable to gather together as the Church for the 

celebration of the mysteries, but we do not fear, for God remains our refuge, our peace, 

and source of courage. Many are understandably discouraged and downcast about the 

decision to ban eucharistic gatherings in Church for the sake of the health of our 

neighbor whom we love. Yet, God remains our refuge, our peace, and our source of 

courage. Within this trial, this threat to so much that we hold so very dear, there is a call 

that is given and a promise that beckons. But to hear that call and see the fulfilment of 

that promise, we need to approach our Savior as His faithful children have always 

approached Him, not with self-righteous indignation or self-pitying despondency, but 

with humble, patient hope.  Read More 
 

 

 

 

 

Please remember information can also be found on our Website 

http://www.stjohnsphila.org or on FaceBook 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnChrysostomAlbanianOrthodoxChurch 
 

We pray that you and your families are well and safe. If there is any way we (Parish 

Council) can assist you or someone you know please contact us info@stjohnsphila.org 

 

 

 

 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, Victims of Covid-19 virus, 

Sara Dimitri, Arthur Marquess, Peter Mallios (4 yrs.), Florence Vissar (5 yrs.), Nick 

Naum (7 yrs.), Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women who have 

fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.   If you have a name to add to the 

Commemorations for the departed or the living please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Victims of Covid-19 virus, Newly Baptized Brunilda 

& Gerti Plaku, Edmond Divija, William, Dorothy Tomassini, William Spiro, Roxane 

Ghicondey, Lee Constantine Elia, Janice Leyden, Lisa Kosta Bowser, Erin Thack, Paul, 

Lee Gedremenc, Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, Lisa Kelley, Donna Hlavcek, George 

Robos, Virginia Daka, Haretina (Papa) Milo, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, 

and the men and women serving in the Armed Forces. 

 

Pledge and Financial Information: Even though our church is not open for the Divine 

Liturgy and other services we continue to have bills to pay. We encourage you to make 

your pledge for 2020 and to donate online – if you are able. DONATE 

Thank you and May God Bless You! 

 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent is dedicated to Saint John of 

the Ladder commemorates our Righteous Father John 

Climacus. He is called Climacus due to his authorship of the 

great spiritual work The Ladder of Divine Ascent. His 

commemoration is designated by the Church on one of the 

Sundays of Lent as his life and writings affirm him as a 

supreme bearer and proponent of Christian asceticism. The 

ascetic example of this great Saint of the Church inspires us in 

our Lenten journey.  
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