
Parish Council Meeting 

August 3, 2021 

Remote Zoom Meeting 

 

Roll Call 

Parish Council Members Present: Donna Dimitri, Sergio Georgi, Christine Dardaris, Davit 

Jishkariani, Nilda Salavachi, Zachary Smith, Reem Tarazi 

Clergy: Father Giorgi  

Sunday School Director: Steve Coraluzzi 

Auxiliary Members Present: Jim Bendo, Paula Bendo, Linda Croke, Peter Ghicondey, Linda 

Notskas 

 

Meeting opened with prayer at 7:33 pm 

 

Secretary’s Report (reported by Reem Tarazi) 

Reem presented the minutes from the July 2021 meeting. All meeting minutes now uploaded info 

folders on server. Nilda moved to accept minutes as presented and Christine seconded. Motion 

passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report (reported by Zachary Smith) 

At end of July 2021: 

• Checking account currently at $25,101; investment account currently at $278,221  

o Reminder of prior transfers from checking into investment account 

o Only slight increase in investment account this month 

• We are up to 59 pledges of $40,440 and have received $25,708 thus far 

• Icon income same as last month - no new payments 

• Zach reviewed projections of income and expenses for total year based on activities thus far 

this year. Based on this review, we are in good financial shape this year. The data is available 

for those that wish to review more closely. 

• Fr. Giorgi suggested tapping into local Georgian community to assist with future construction 

and labor projects at reduced cost and suggested other ideas for funding. 

 

Serge moved to accept the report, seconded by Christine. Motion passed. 

 

Father Giorgi Report 

• Fr. Giorgi shared initial thoughts and ideas for moving the parish forward, which will be 
further developed and discussed in coming months: 

o Existing community – build personal relationships with parishioners in coming 
months; develop several educational programs in addition to Sunday School for 
children (e.g., maintain Young Adult group, set up channel for parish through 
Ancient Faith radio, program for teenagers developed by Antiochian Orthodox 
Church) 

o Missionary work to extend community – outreach through social media and 
website to Orthodox community in Philadelphia, including university students in 
the area (mentioned Orthodox Christian Fellowship) and Albanian cultural 
centers. The following link is on our website: https://stjohnsphila.org/podcasts 

o Young adult orthodox group in Philadelphia: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PhiladelphiaPanOrthodoxGroup (shared by 
Zach) 

o https://www.faithtree.org/about (shared by Fr Giorgi) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/PhiladelphiaPanOrthodoxGroup
https://www.faithtree.org/about


o Develop vespers service for Saturday evening  
• Fr. Giorgi and family moving to Philadelphia area on 8/14 and will keep parish posted 

on what household items they may need 
• Fr. Giorgi provided permission to be included on facebook page 
• Fr. Giorgi asked Sergio about cutting sermon from liturgy so there could be links just to 

sermons that could be used for other teaching purposes 
 

Chairperson Report (presented by Donna Dimitri) 

• Phoenix HVAC advised they are having difficulty procuring the new air conditioner units for 

the church hall. Supply chain issues. Do not know when the equipment will be available.  

• Waiting for Mulroybay Construction to come and check the leak in the church hall. Middle 

gothic windows. Apparently coming from the upper roof.  Will install the new downspouts 

when they come. 

• We had a great crew on July 24th who worked together to put the Sunday school dividers back 

together and cleaned the area. A few boxes of books and supplies remain to be unpacked. The 

bookshelves need to be secured to the wall. 

• Sent a letter to our parishioners advising of Father Giorgi’s assignment as our full-time 

pastor. 

o Fr. Giorgi indicated that he would write a letter to share with parishioners once he is 

settled to introduce himself 

• Fiori Papa suggested we have a “paint event” in October or the beginning of November. We 

have the supplies and Fiori is willing to co-ordinate the event. 

• Linda Croke, Fiori Papa and I will be attending the Archdiocesan Assembly September 23-25 

in Worcester, MA. 

• We will be finalizing the plans for the non-parishioner wedding (Jimmy George) on Sept 18th. 

Metropolitan Tikhon gave his blessing for this wedding to take place at St. John Chrysostom. 

• We received an email inquiry from Petra Brayo about the possibility of using St. Johns for 

her wedding in the fall of 2022. She is Coptic Orthodox. We will gather more information 

and pass it onto Father Giorgi to work with the church hierarchs to determine if this is 

possible. 

• Parish Council Elections in October at the semi-annual meeting. Let Donna know if you are 

willing to serve another year.  
 

Sunday School Report (reported by Steve Coraluzzi) 

• Nicole Pappas Ferreira is still willing to serve as co-director. We are still in need of a co-

director. Zach will talk to Amy Lewis, who recently moved back to area, to see if she would 

be interested in the position. Merna (Mikhail?) interested in being a Sunday School teacher, 

but cannot commit to every Sunday. Laura/Jerry may be interested in teaching again. Council 

is asked to consider other potential teachers.  

 

Technology Report (reported by Sergio Georgi) 

• Approaching quotas on email so need to clean that up. 

• Fr. Giorgi’s church email is set up and linked to several of the parish email lists and will be 

included as a moderator so he can send messages through the lists. Sergio will meet with Fr. 

Giorgi to review access. 

• Not yet opportunity to put camera in back of church but that will happen in coming weeks. 

• Livestreaming continues to go well with slight increase in subscribers and many views.  

• Still need some additional people to help with Livestream.  

 



Old Business 

None 

 

New Business 

• Donna indicated we would have a luncheon to formally welcome Fr. Giorgi and also an event 

to thank Fr. Dennis for his service over the last 2 years. Council agreed should be 2 separate 

events. Council discussed several factors and options and settled on 9/12/21 for welcome 

luncheon for Fr. Giorgi and family, which will be start of Sunday School and celebration of 

Elevation of the Cross.   

• Council briefly discussed options for proposing 2-year terms for parish council rather than 1-

year term. This will be revisited at a future meeting. 

• Zach invited all to attend Gabriel’s baptism on 10/23/21. 

 

The next Parish Council monthly meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 9, at 7:00 

p.m.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:22 with a closing prayer from Father Giorgi. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Reem Tarazi 


