
 

 

The Weekly Messenger – November 20, 2022 

St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church 

237 North 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103   215-563-0979 

Website: https://stjcaoc.org/   Email address: info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Epistle: Hebrews 7:26-8:2     Gospel: John 10:9-16 

 

Nov 20th 5-year Memorial +Valentina Rhodes and +Michael Cosmo 

Nov 21st Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple 

Nov 28th Albanian Flag Day/Independence Day  

Dec 4th Memorial for Michael, Kevin & Charlie Ryan,   

Sunday School Honors our Ancestors & Albanian Flag Day Dec 18th Sunday School Pageant 
 

Coffee Hour Sponsor:  

Nov 20th Dimitri-Cosmo Family in Memory of Michael            Nov 27th   Open Date        

Dec 4th   Colleen & Sergio Georgi in Memory of Michael, Kevin & Charlie Ryan Colleen’s 

brothers                                               

Dec 11th Salavachi & Brahollari Families in honor of Niko & Nikolas Nameday 

Dec 18th Chris Manosis in honor of his Nameday 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, the victims in Ukraine, Mary 

Leach (Dodona Papa’s aunt), Valentina Rhodes (5 yrs.), Michael Cosmo (5 yrs.), Angelo 

Douris (9 yrs.), Katherine Dardaris (17 yrs.), Alex Stavrou (36 yrs.), Deacon Stephen Stefani 

& those servicemen & women who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their 

country. 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Archimandrite Nikodhim Preston, Archbishop Mark, 

Locum Tenens of the Albanian Archdiocese, people in Ukraine, Newly Illuminated Theodora 

Holly, Costina & Michael Morrison, Florian & Andrew Garcia, Julius, Stephanos Sarris, 

Vicki, Helen, Virginia Daka, Marie Portway (Nancy Ghicondey’s Mother), Evangeline Prifti, 

and the men and women serving in the Armed Forces.  If you have a name to add to the 

Commemorations for the departed or the living, please email  info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Message from our Sunday School Students: This time of year, we believe we should find 

ways to help those less fortunate than us. So, the middle and high school students are 

participating in a Holiday Gift Drive organized by the Committee to Benefit the Children at 

St Christopher’s Hospital and we need your help! The Committee to Benefit the Children 

helps children with leukemia, other cancers, sickle cell anemia, and bleeding disorders and 

their families, especially those who struggle financially. We have signed up to sponsor 5 

children for their holiday drive this year. We are asking for donations from you to help us 

purchase the things on each of these children’s wish list. Any donation, big or small, is 

appreciated. We will be putting out donation baskets every Sunday for the next few weeks 

and you can also donate online. Please just note that the donation is for the Sunday School 

service project. Thank you for your help in celebrating the true meaning of Christmas and 

bringing joy and love to those that need it most.  
 

 

Entrance of the Theotokos to the Temple November 21st 
 

The second great feast of the Theotokos is the celebration of her 

entrance as a child into the Jerusalem Temple which is commemorated 

on the twenty-first of November. Like the feast of her nativity, this 

feast of Mary is without direct biblical and historical reference. But like 

the nativity, it is a feast filled with important spiritual significance for 

the Christian believer. According to the tradition of the Church, the 

Theotokos was brought to the Temple at three years of age, where she 

was consecrated to God and spent her days until she was fourteen or 

fifteen years old; and then, as a mature maiden, by the common counsel of the priests (since 

her parents had reposed some three years before), she was betrothed to Joseph. 
 

New Church Website: We are transitioning to a new website designed by our own Sergio 

Georgi.  https://stjcaoc.org/  Take a look it has the following features: 

•  Free of charge.   •  Modern responsive site with auto resizing. 

•  Enjoy the whole screen space and now own the logo and titles too. 

•  Double the space.  We will have 20GB quota instead of 10GB we have with web solutions. 

•  Ability to backup our own data and restore in case something happen to the site. 

•  All weekly-messengers, parish meetings notes are all archived in their own pages.  This 

took long but completed.  

•  Don’t forget to visit the little flying translate button on top right corner and translate pages 

on fly between Albanian and English, just pick the proper flag.   

• If you leave the Albanian flag selected and navigate, then all pages will continue to 

display in Albanian including the menus. 

If you are able to help maintain the new website please contact Sergio or any member of 

Parish Council.  No website experience necessary we will show you how to do it! 
 

Nativity Fast:  The Nativity Fast is one of four main fast periods throughout the 

ecclesiastical year. Beginning on November 15 and concluding on December 24, the 

Nativity Fast gives individuals the opportunity to prepare for the Feast of the Nativity of Our 

Lord and Savior in the Flesh on December 25. By abstaining from certain food and drink, 

particularly from meat, fish, dairy products, olive oil, and wine, as well as focusing more 

deeply on prayer and almsgiving, we can find that the primary aim of fasting is to make 

us conscious of our dependence upon God 
 

Livestreaming Issues; The past two weeks we have been having issues livestreaming the 

Divine Liturgy. We are working hard to correct the problem. 

 

Welcome to our visitors. The members of our Parish Council and our church community 

thank you for celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us. We invite you to join us for coffee hour 

and fellowship in the church hall following the Divine Liturgy. 

 

Father Dennis - Thank you for serving today!      November Giving Napkins  
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