The Weekly Messenger — August 13, 2023
St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church
237 North 17" Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 215-563-0979
Father Kakhaber Kurtanidze (Father Kai) 484-843-4209 fr.kai@stjcaoc.org
Website: https://stjcaoc.org/ Email address: info@stjcaoc.org

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16  Gospel: Matthew 17:14-23

Upcoming Events:

August 15" Dormition of the Theotokos

Wednesday, August 16" Parish Council Meeting via ZOOM 7:30 pm

Saturday, August 19" Baptism of Noah Stefan McCarty 10:00 am

Sept 14-17 Albanian Archdiocesan Assembly and Ordinations and Consecration of our
Bishop Elect, Nikodhim at St. George Cathedral, Boston, MA.

Sept 24" Bishop Nikodhim will visit our parish. 1 year Memorial for Jonathan Rhodes

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, the victims in Ukraine, Margaret
Rubis (10 yrs.), Deacon Stephen Stefani & those servicemen & women who have fallen
asleep in the Lord in the service of their country.

Commemorations for the Living: Archbishop Mark, Locum Tenens of the Albanian
Archdiocese, Archimandrite Nikodhim, Bishop Elect of Boston and the Albanian
Archdiocese, Father Joseph Ciarciaglino, the people in Ukraine, Newly Illuminated Anthony
Gremi, Newly Illuminated Bradley Joseph Kittel, Grigor Lakuriqi, Fjorentina Lakuriqi, Kelly
Kittel, llir & Nicholas Gremi, Laureta, Jack & Christian Kittel, Eugene Angelidis (Roxane
Ghicondey’s brother). Eda Xhoxhi, Jim Bendo, Julius, Stephanos Sarris, Virginia Daka, and
the men and women serving in the Armed Forces. If you have a name to add to the
Commemorations for the departed or the living, please email info@stjcaoc.org

Coffee Hour Sponsor: The Sign-up sheet is posted in the side vestibule or sign up on our
website: COFFEE HOUR
Aug 13" Margarita Sevi & Alfred Coni  Aug 20" Liya Gendler

Aug 27" Andonetta Theokary in memory of Nicky Theokary
SEBEIENGISEONSOR  Sept 10" Papa Family

Sept 24" Parishioners will bring their specialties as the Bishop will visit

Sunday School News: If we don’t have volunteers for the Sunday School Program, the
program will be discontinued. We do not have a Director of the Sunday School program for
the upcoming year. We are in need of teachers to assist with the program. Teachers do not
have to prepare lesson plans and do not have to be in church every Sunday. In order to have
a successful program we must have teachers and parents must bring their children to
church on Sunday. Contact Father Kai if you are willing to help.

If you have information for the Weekly Messenger, please send it to_info@stjcaoc.org

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost: A man came up to Jesus and kneeling before him said,
“Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he
falls into the fire, and often into the water. And | brought him to your disciples, and they
could not heal him.” And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long
am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus
rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then the
disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”” He said to
them, “Because you have no faith. For truly, | say to you, if you have faith, even as a
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it
will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. But this kind never comes out except
by prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling together through Galilee, Jesus said to
them, “The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him,
and He will rise on the third day.”

August 15" The feast of the Dormition or Falling-asleep of
the Theotokos is celebrated on the fifteenth of August,
preceded by a two-week fast. This feast, which is also
sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death,
resurrection and glorification of Christ’s mother. It proclaims
that Mary has been “assumed” by God into the heavenly
kingdom of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily
existence.

As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her entrance
to the temple, there are no biblical or historical sources for this
feast. The Tradition of the Church is that Mary died as all
people die, not “voluntarily”” as her Son, but by the necessity of
her mortal human nature which is indivisibly bound up with the
corruption of this world.

The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without personal sins. In the Gospel of the feast,
however, in the liturgical services and in the Dormition icon, the Church proclaims as well
that Mary truly needed to be saved by Christ as all human persons are saved from the trials,
sufferings and death of this world; and that having truly died, she was raised up by her Son as
the Mother of Life and participates already in the eternal life of paradise which is prepared
and promised to all who “hear the word of God and keep it” (Lk11.27-28).
https://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith/worship/the-church-year/dormition-of-the-
theotokos

VESPER Services Return to St. Johns: September 9" and Sept 23" 5:00 pm. Father Kai
will have Vesper Services followed by educational discussions.

Monthly Giving for August: Bottle Water 4 or 8 oz
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